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THAT TIllE OF YEAR AGAIN The 1990 Yearbook of Agriculture entitled "Americans
in Agr leu 1ture: Portrait~ of Diversity" has just been released. This year's edition
features individuals involved in all aspects of agriculture representing the more
than 20 million Americans who work in the U S food and fiber system.
The information contained in the publication covers a wide range of topics
which includes key facts about American farmers, farms and farmworkers, interviews
with farmers throughout the nation, production agriculture, the mysteries of how
nature works, and agricultural education. These are just a few of the areas covered
in the six sections of this interesting edition.
This yearbook also encourages young people to come work in agriculture and
the many diverse careers this field offers such as science and finance, marketing
and exporting.
A limited number of yearbooks have been made. available to me which I will be
happy to provide as long as supplies last. To obtain a copy, please write my
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Washington office at 1401 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D C
or call at (202) 225-2531.
IT'S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE THE HOLIDAYS A sure sign that the Christmas
season is upon us is the sending of holiday greetings to our family members and
friends. Every year I vow to get my cards out early and for those who also make
this promise to themselves the Postal Service has a couple of suggestions to get
They are, mail early and addressyour holiday mail to its destination on time.
completely.
Complete addressing includes making sure you have the name spelled correctly,
current address and ZIP Code (even the nine-digit ZIP Code if you have it). Print
or type the address in the middle of the envelope.
add contrast.
Black ink is preferable -- to
Pay particular attention to correct street and apartment numbers; directionals
like East, West, North and South; address numbers and locations such as Street,
Avenue, Road, Place, Drive, or Circle. Use abbreviations for directionals, street
locations and the state but don't punctuate. Use all capital letters. Put the
ZIP Code on the last line next to the city and state. Make sure your return address
is in the upper left portion of the envelope.
If you're sending holiday parcels or packages these can be mailed weighing
up to 70 pounds. Packages should not exceed 108 inches in length and girth combined.
In preparing your package, use a strong box or container that. has enough room for
the. object being mailed. plus newspaper, styrofoam or other material to prov1de a
protective cushion. Seal the package securely using strong, pressure sensitive
packaging tape (not masking tape). Avoid using brown wrapping paper, cord or string
on the outside. (These items can be torn in the mail processing equipment.)
In addition to alleviating some of the last minute stress that always seems
to occur during this hectic, but joyous, time of the year, following these suggestions
will help Jssure your mail a.rriving ~lt Lts destination i.n good time and i.n go,")d
shape.
It It It
PEACE ON EARTH. GOOD WILL TOWARD HEN -- This is always what we as a nation strive
for..., and in that vein I want to announce that once again it is time for the annual
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National Peace Essay Contest. This contest, established in 1987 by the Institute
of Peace, gives high school students in grades nine through twelve the opportunity
to share their vi.ews \vith their peers in high school and with national leaders
associated with the Institute about the potential rewards of helping to build peace
with freedom and justice among nations and peoples. The Institute of Peace is an
independent institution which was created by Congress to strengthen the nation's
capacity to promote the peaceful resolution of international conflicts.
This year's topic challenges students to perform research to analyze a historical
effort by the U S Government to resolve or prevent a violent international conflict
and to consider lessons for future peacemaking.
In addition to providing participants with an opportunity to have their idea
published in a school publication, as well as earn recognition at state levels,
participation in the contest also offers students the opportunity to earn money
to help pay for college. Top essayists at the state and national levels will receive
college scholarships ranging from $500 to $10,000. State first place winners will
be invited to Washington in June to participate in a week-long awards program during
which fhey will meet and talk with national and international leaders and take part
in a simulation of an international crisis. If you are interested in participating
or would like more information you can contact my office in Washington or you can
write directly to the National Peace Essay Contest, U S Institute of Peace, P 0
Box 27720, Central Station, Washington, 0 C 20038-7720. Student registration forms
must be mailed no later than 15 February 1991. School and publication registration
forms must be mailed by 16 January 1991.
Let me enthusiastically urge all South Texas high school students -to participate
in this. It will be a wonderful learning experience and a way to express your views
on some of the most important issues of our time. Remember, our country depends
on you, the next generation of leaders, to help build peace.
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1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE -- The White House is a symbol of the American Presidency
throughout the world. It is an- impressive piece of architecture which is visited
daily by approximately 5,000 people. Individuals come from all over the world to
view this home which has housed a succession of illustrious occupants.
The cornerstone of the White House was laid 13 October 1792 on a site selected
by President Washington who it is interesting to note never lived there. An Irish
architect drew the plans for the house, and it was the same individual who supervised
its reconstruction after it was burned by the British in 1814.
Often I'm asked why the term White House?




is because the exterior
construction, hence the
It is also interesting to note that virtually every presidential generation
leaves its indelible mark on the house. Washington built it. Madison and Monroe
rebuilt it. The North Portico, facing Pennsylvania Avenue, was put up for Andrew
Jackson. Millard Fillmore ordered the design of a magnificent landscape with
carefully planned groves and a parade ground. James Polk installed gas lighting.
And the second HarTison electric lights 40 years later. Buchanan attached a
conservatory. Andrew Johnson enlarged it. The first Roosevelt extensively redesigned
the interior adding the first Executive Office Building, the forerunner of today's
West Wing. The Oval Office was built in 1909 by Taft. The second Roosevelt expanded
the East Wing to which a bomb shelter was added in World War II. President Truman
built a balcony behind the column of the South Portico. Each of these changes are
part of the story of the White House each change reflecting contemporary




But there is more, and when I see the White House I think of all those who
have passed through its doors for theSe almost two hundred years. There have been
many players from all walks of life. Some enter the narrative briefly while others
play a more lasting role, but each and every person contributes to its history.
To quote the writer William Seals "the White House is built as much of personalities
as it is of stones." It is indeed a house to behold and to visit, and when you
travel from South Texas to our Nation's Capitol make certain you too allow yourself
to become a part of its history.
II
my office from home this week were Miss Kylla Leeburg of
Miss Staci Alford of Three Rivers.
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